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Revised: IPC Guidelines: Visitation for COVID-19 Patients - All Phases – September 14, 2022 
The IPC Guidelines: Visitation for COVID-19 Patients with Severe Illness at High Risk of Death - All Phases 
has been revised to support DSP visitation to all COVID-19 positive patients.  
 
 
Revised: IPC Guidelines: IPC: Outbreak Management of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) – All 
Phases – September 14, 2022 
The Outbreak Management of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) – All Phases document was revised and 
streamlined to reflect current infection control practices and up-to-date scientific evidence re: 
shortened incubation period for the omicron variant. These revisions include the following: 

• Managing COVID-19 patients in place 
• Reducing the viral cycle from 10 days to 7 days  
• Testing timelines adjusted to reflect the following: 

o First viral cycle (Days 1 – 7) - Repeat test 2-3 times during week to determine the 
extent of transmission, with a test on Day 7 

o Second viral cycle (Days 8 – 14) - Repeat test once during week, with a final test on 
Day 14 

• Declaring outbreaks over after 2 viral cycles (14 days)  
 

Revised: IPC Guidance: Management of Patient Exposures to COVID-19 – All Phases 
The IPC Guidance: Management of Patient Exposures to COVID-19 – All Phases document has been 
updated to reflect up-to- date scientific evidence re: the shortened incubation period for the omicron 
variant. These revisions include the following: 

• the isolation period for all exposed inpatients has been reduced from 10 days -7 days  
• all exposed patients are rapid tested for COVID-19 following notification of exposure, patient 

testing is repeated on days 3 and 7 post exposure if patient remains hospitalized. 
 

Revised: IPC: Guidance Compassionate Exemption for Asymptomatic (Close Contact of COVID-19) 
or COVID-19 Positive Designated Support Person – All Phases – September 14, 2022 
The Compassionate Exemption for Asymptomatic (Close Contact of COVID-19) or COVID-19 Positive 
Designated Support Person – All Phases document was developed to support and guide visitation by 
a suspect or proven COVID-19 positive DSP.  The document has been amended to provide 
overarching guidance for the following patient populations: 

• End of Life Visitation (patient’s palliative performance score is <20%)  
• Labour and Delivery  
• Post Partum Patients 

 
This process may also be considered under exceptional circumstances for compassionate reasons that 
fall outside the patient populations listed and is based on the discretion of the Executive Directors. 
 
 
 
 

https://news.horizonnb.ca/
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Guidance%20Visitation%20for%20COVID-19%20Patients%20%20-%20All%20Phases%20-%20September%2014%202022%20.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Outbreak%20Management%20of%20COVID-19%20-All%20Phases%20September%2014%202022%20.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Outbreak%20Management%20of%20COVID-19%20-All%20Phases%20September%2014%202022%20.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Guidance%20for%20Patient%20COVID-19%20Exposures%20-%20All%20Phases%20-%20September%2012%202022%20.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Guidance%20Compassionate%20Exemption%20for%20Asymptomatic%20Close%20Contact%20of%20COVID-19%20or%20COVID-19%20Positive%20Designated%20Support%20Person%20All%20Phases%20-%20September%2014%202022.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/IPC%20Guidance%20Compassionate%20Exemption%20for%20Asymptomatic%20Close%20Contact%20of%20COVID-19%20or%20COVID-19%20Positive%20Designated%20Support%20Person%20All%20Phases%20-%20September%2014%202022.pdf
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 New: Potential Renovations to Temporary COVID-19 Infrastructure - September 14, 2022 
 
A table outlining potential renovations to temporary COVID-19 Infrastructure with IPC supporting 
rationale was developed.  

The ID/IPC Committee noted that in some departments segregated areas will need to remain in place 
with the focus shifting from COVID-19 alone to all other infectious diseases. A collaborative 
approach including walkthroughs with local Area stakeholders will be required prior to the 
dismantling of complex infrastructures such as: Emergency Department waiting rooms and the OR 
Theatre and Delivery Room - Anterooms.  

 
Please visit the IPC Resources COVID-19 Skyline page for COVID-19 information. 

https://news.horizonnb.ca/
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Documents/Potential%20Renovations%20to%20Temporary%20COVID-19%20Infrastructure%20-%20Sept%2014%202022%20.pdf
https://skyline.rha-rrs.ca/CorCov19/Pages/IPC-Resources.aspx

